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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
South Eastham 


Address: 375 State Highway 
Historic Name: Sylvanus & Sarah Freeman House 
Uses: Present: single-family residence 

Original: single-family residence 


Date of Construction: 1859-65 


Source: deeds, vital records, censuses 
Style/Form: Greek Revival/crosswing 
Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: brick 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Garage, 1964 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Wing porch & shed dormer added, 20°" c. 


Condition: good 


Moved: no] yesL] Date: 


Acreage: 0.599 


Setting: The house and associated buildings are situated 
on the State Highway amid dense roadside development 
comprised of historic properties and more recent summer 
cottages. It overlooks Town Cove across the highway. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Sylvanus & Sarah Freeman House, built ca. 1860, is a story-and-a-half wood frame single dwelling with a crosswing plan. 
The front facades of both wings are on an equal plane with the front-gable section containing an entrance in a distinctive 
trabeated architrave offset by two windows; three windows are crowded into the upper-story gable. Windows have cornices and 
the corners and eave lines distinguished with pilasters and friezes respectively. Fenestration on the front of the cross-gable wing 
is screened from view by an enclosed porch. A photograph on the 1995 B Form shows an entrance at the south corner offset by 
two windows in a manner matching that of the adjoining wing. The north side of the house contains two windows indicating the 
presence of two principal rooms within; a chimney likely was in the dividing partition. An exterior brick chimney has been added 
to the south end of the cross-gable wing, probably added when the porch and shed dormer were added. 


The house is sited in the southeast corner of its half-acre parcel set back from the street behind a small yard. A driveway enters 
just north of the house and runs back to a mid-20" century two-car garage with a shed-roof extension on the rear and a glazed 
growing room on the north end. The northern portion of the parcel is heavily screened by foliage. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

In April 1859 John Walker (1808-84) of 315 State Highway (EAS.4) deeded a half an acre of land abutting his own on the north 
to Sylvanus Freeman (1830-1905), who had married Walker’s eldest daughter Sarah three years earlier.! Censuses indicate that 
Freeman did not immediately build on the parcel: in 1860 he and his wife are listed in the household of James and Thankful 
Smith, who lived just to the west at 30 Smith Lane (EAS.794). By 1865, however, Sylvanus and Sarah Freeman and their four- 
year-old son Elwood B. were enumerated just after the household of John Walker; also living there were the widowed Permelia 
Doane and her daughter Cordelia. 


The son of Joshua and Elizabeth Chase Freeman of Orleans, Sylvanus Freeman was a master mariner, and the 1870 census 
credits him with $980 in real property. His wife Sarah Walker Freeman died in 1873, and in 1880 Freeman was listed after his 
father-in-law with his son Elwood, housekeeper Lucy H. Doane (the widow of mariner Jesse K. Doane), and Doane’s son Prince 
H., born in 1869. By the end of 1880 Freeman married Lucy Doane, and the 1900 census lists him as a farmer in a household 
with only his wife Lucy. Both the 1880 and 1905 Eastham maps attached the name “S. Freeman” to the 375 State Highway 
house. 


Sylvanus Freeman died in June 1905, and in his will his entire estate was left to his widow Lucy; after her death it was to pass to 
his stepson Prince H. Doane, who then worked as an electric railway conductor in Boston. In August 1907 Lucy H. Freeman 
reserved a life estate for herself when she deeded 375 State Highway to her son Prince Doane, but by 1910 she was boarding 
with another elderly widow in Orleans.? Prince Doane continued to live and work in Boston and probably rented the South 
Eastham property or used it as a seasonal home. In 1921 he sold it to Charles A. and Esther I. Gunn of Wellfleet.? Born in 
Pictou, Nova Scotia, Charles Angus Wilfred Gunn (1895-1968) came to the United States twice, in 1902 and in 1917. By 1921 
he working as an ice dealer in Wellfleet when he married Esther Isabelle Crosby (1901-51), a Chelsea native then living in 
Orleans and working as a stenographer. The Gunns owned 375 State Highway until 1928, when they sold it to Norman Dixon of 
Jersey City, New Jersey, and moved to Nauset Road.* 


Born in Glastonbury, Connecticut, Norman Dixon (1885-1959) had married Lillian Sparrow, granddaughter of Caleb Sparrow of 
305 State Highway (EAS.3), in 1910; her father Amos, born in Eastham in 1850, was a grocer and later an engineer in Hartford. 
Norman Dixon was a bank teller in Wallingford, Connecticut in 1018, and had moved to Jersey City by 1925 and to Pasadena, 
California, by the early 1940s. The Dixons used 375 State Highway as a seasonal home. In 1949 Louise Dixon sold the South 
Eastham property to Dudley P. and Lita P. Power, whose family owned the property for the next six years. Dudley Power was a 


1 John Walker to Sylvanus Freeman, 12 April 1859, BCD 74:218. 
? Lucy H. Freeman to Prince H. Doane, 23 August 1907, BCD 286:41. 
3 Prince H. Doane, Boston, to Charles A. and Esther I. Gunn, Wellfleet, 26 April 1921, BCD 363:435. 
4 Charles A. and Esther I. Gunn to Norman Dixon, Jersey City NJ, 4 September 1928, BCD 457:595. 
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New York City realtor who sold numerous large estates in that metropolitan area. He and his wife were also antique collectors 
and dealers who furnished historic properties, and in 1927 they acquired the Washington Inn in Ho-ho-kus, New Jersey, 
renamed it the Copper Kettle, and used it as a shop for their collection of “period and primitive furniture.”® 


In 1955 Edna F. Nickerson, who appears to have acquired 375 State Highway by means of a mortgage to Louise T. Dixon, sold 
the property from Dudley Powers’s estate to Frank J. Richards of Orleans, who in turn sold it seven months later to Katherine 
Allen of New York City. Allen’s family owned it about four years before her daughter sold it to Kenelm Nickerson Collins (1930- 
2008) and his wife Mary Eleanor. Born in Quincy in 1930, Collins was the son of Bernard C. Collins and grandson of Lewis H. 
Collins of 315 State Highway (EAS.4). He graduated Massachusetts Maritime Academy, served in the Navy, worked at the 
Bomarc missile site at Otis air Force Base, and taught at Nauset Regional High School; he also served the town of Eastham as 
selectman for eighteen years and member of numerous boards and committees. In June 2009, less than a year after his death, 
his widow Marilyn placed the 375 State Highway property in trust, and the trust was owner of record in 2020.® 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View of garage from east. 
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